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We are pleased to reintroduce you to Peirce Perspectives!  

We have redesigned and reimagined this publication and expanded its 

focus so we can more effectively tell the Peirce story. This publication 

brings the Peirce story to life through the lives and accomplishments of 

our graduates and students, and keeps the Peirce community informed 

and engaged with our institution.  

In this issue, we are honored to share the story of Natalia Gamarra ô06, 

who came to the United States in 2000 to create a better life and reach 

new heights. Nataliaôs story reminds us that the key to achieving our  

personal and professional goals often requires us to stay focused on our 

ñtrue north,ò and keep driving to where we want to go. 

Also in this edition, we are thrilled to share news about several new  

Peirce programs and initiatives.  

This includes the launch of our new Career Bridge program, which  

prepares students, including displaced workers and career changers, 

with the skills, certifications and credentials needed for jobs that pay 

family-sustaining wages, and guides them to those jobs in a matter of 

months. We are grateful to the Lenfest Foundation for its generous  

support of the program. 

In addition, we talk with Dr. Charlene Glenn about receiving a Fulbright 

Award and how she has adapted her work due to the pandemic.   

We are also happy to share information about other new academic  

programs now available at Peirce and introduce you to the new officers 

of the Peirce College Alumni Association.  

I hope you enjoy this issue of Peirce Perspectives. 

Sincerely,  
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Dear alumni, students and friends,  
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µëÙĀ ĚëÙ ÀĖĖíıÙÓ íĀ ġëÙ ¦ĀíġÙÓ zġÀġÙĚ 

æĖĆÿ ĖçÙĀġíĀÀˋ `ÀġÀúíÀ GÀÿÀĖĖÀ ĲĆĖ÷ÙÓ 

ġíĖÙúÙĚĚúĴ ġĆ ÀÎëíÙıÙ ëÙĖ çĆÀúĚˋ 

ÀĀÓ ëÀĚ ÙÀĖĀÙÓ ĚĥÎÎÙĚĚ íĀ ġëÙ 

çúĆÌÀú ēĖĆÓĥÎÙ íĀÓĥĚġĖĴː 

sÙíĖÎÙ sÙĖĚēÙÎġíıÙzēĖíĀçʶʴʶʵ 
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Natalia Gamarra knows all about  

perseverance.   

Growing up in Posadas, Argentina with her four 

siblings, she was inspired by her parents who 

worked hard to provide for their family. Gamarra 

has come a long way since then, and has  

transformed herself into a master networker and 

a multi-lingual star in the international produce 

industry. 

ñMy dad would peddle 10 km daily to go back 

and forth to work,ò she said. ñMy mom was an 

entrepreneur who did what she could to raise  

her children.ò 

Gamarra admired her parents, but wanted to  

explore new opportunities and reach new 

heights. With the support of her family, she left 

Argentina to come to America.  

ñI came to the United States in 2000, with a 

dream of learning the culture and language and 

to see if what I saw in the movies was real,ò said 

Gamarra. 

For Gamarra, it all started in Philadelphia, where 

she landed a job as an au pair with Deborah  

Diamond, who, at the time, was president of 

Campus Philly, an organization that encourages 

college students to study, live and work in the 

Greater Philadelphia region.  

While she was working for the Diamond family, 

the economy in Argentina collapsed. Gamarra  

initially planned to return home, but decided to 

remain in Philadelphia to advance her education 

and Diamond, who is now director of  

Campus+City Consulting, recommended that 

she consider Peirce College.  

She visited Peirce and immediately felt a  

connection.  

ñI met with the Collegeôs international advisor 

who was extremely nice and welcoming,ò  

recalled Gamarra. ñPeirceôs flexibility, customer 

service, authenticity, location and its history sold 

me, and I decided to apply.ò 

Channeling her motherôs entrepreneurial spirit, 

she enrolled in Peirceôs BS in Business  

Administration program.  

Gamarra immediately realized she was in the 

right place when she met other busy adult  

students and found the flexibility and support she 

needed to complete her bachelorôs degree while 

working during the day.   

ñThe Walker Center was very helpful, especially 

with English and math,ò she said. ñAlso, the 

Peirce College Library was an atmosphere 

where I could get work done. I was living in a 

studio apartment at the time, so I needed a  

working space and Peirce provided that to me.ò   

Even though she was far from her family, 

Gamarra drew inspiration by thinking of them 

and remembering why she came to the United 

States.   

s˨ÙíĖÎÙĚ˫ æúÙĳíÌíúíġĴˋ ÎĥĚġĆÿÙĖ 

ĚÙĖıíÎÙˋ ÀĥġëÙĀġíÎíġĴˋ úĆÎÀġíĆĀ 

ÀĀÓ íġĚ ëíĚġĆĖĴ ĚĆúÓ ÿÙˋ 

ÀĀÓ M ÓÙÎíÓÙÓ ġĆ ÀēēúĴː ˩

sÙíĖÎÙ sÙĖĚēÙÎġíıÙzēĖíĀçʶʴʶʵ 
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ñI wanted to make my parents proud, be the first in my 

family to earn a bachelorôs degree, and never allow  

someone to bully me due to a lack of education,ò she 

said. ñFinally, I wanted to travel the world and increase  

my salary.ò 

Gamarra earned her bachelorôs degree from Peirce in 

2006.  

Then, her journey really started.  

While working for a medical billing company, she  

began networking through the Greater Philadelphia 

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and discovered her 

potential as someone with a degree who also spoke 

four languages ï including Spanish, Portuguese and 

Italian. 

Gamarra moved into logistics in the import/export field, 

which provided her with international business  

experience and connections with the Chilean and 

American Chamber of Commerce in the city. Through 

the Chilean chamber, she met an executive leader 

who became her mentor and connected her with an 

opportunity at the Philadelphia Convention and  

Visitors Bureau. 

ñI had one of the best times working for the  

Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau,ò she 

said.  ñIt was my first introduction to international sales 

and I got to talk about and sell the city I loved so much 

ï Philadelphia!ò  

Gamarra was traveling to other countries and working 

with chambers of commerce, embassies and  

international trade agencies.  

She also finished her masterôs degree in business  

administration and management, and started to gain 

recognition for her extraordinary work.   

In 2012, Gamarra received the Pennsylvania  

Multicultural Leadership Award from the National  

Diversity Council, and was named one of the most  

influential Latinas in the Delaware Valley. 

Following her successful tenure at the Philadelphia 

Convention and Visitors Bureau, Gamarra joined the 

Produce Marketing Association as manager of Global 

Business Development in 2015, where she leveraged 

her logistics skills, continued to hone her international 

business acumen and expanded her professional  

network. 

M˨ ĲÀĀġÙÓ ġĆ ÿÀ÷Ù ÿĴ ēÀĖÙĀġĚ

ēĖĆĥÓˋ ÌÙ ġëÙ æíĖĚġ íĀ ÿĴ æÀÿíúĴ ġĆ

ÙÀĖĀ À ÌÀÎëÙúĆĖĚ˫ ÓÙçĖÙÙˋ ÀĀÓ 

ĀÙıÙĖ ÀúúĆĲ ĚĆÿÙĆĀÙ ġĆ ÌĥúúĴ ÿÙ

ÓĥÙ ġĆ À úÀÎ÷ Ćæ ÙÓĥÎÀġíĆĀː ˩

sÙíĖÎÙ sÙĖĚēÙÎġíıÙzēĖíĀçʶʴʶʵ 
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Gamarraôs ongoing drive to advance her career ï 

and her life ï led her to the United Fresh Produce 

Association.   

How she landed the position 

with United Fresh is a  

textbook example of  

Gamarraôs mastery of  

networking, self-direction 

and perseverance.  

She paid her own way to  

attend a professional  

industry event in Texas where she met an  

executive of the company and talked about her 

interest in joining United Fresh and what value 

she could bring to the organization.   

Gamarra stayed in touch with the company for 

months, and was eventually contacted for an  

interview. In 2018, she was invited to join United 

Fresh as manager of International Member  

Relations.  

ñNatalia Gamarra is an excellent example of how 

our students prove whatôs possible through their 

own ambition and hard work,ò said Dr. Mary Ellen 

Caro, president & CEO of Peirce College. ñHer 

story is an inspiration to us all.ò    

At United Fresh, Gamarra works with members to 

grow their businesses through the development of 

international opportunities and serves as staff  

liaison to United Freshôs International Advisory 

Board, with a mission to expand the associationôs  

international portfolio. Gamarra also serves on the 

Global Women Fresh Network Board of Directors 

with the mission to connect, inspire and empower 

women in the fresh industry 

around the world. 

Recently, Gamarra was 

promoted to director of  

International Member  

Relations.  

Gamarra has sound advice 

for busy adults who want to 

advance their careers but have not yet taken the 

next step.  

ñYou are the hero of your own story, if you want to 

advance your career.  This takes not only words, 

but also action on your part knowing there is an 

end goal in sight,ò she said.   

Gamarra added that a studentôs success requires 

a student being willing to do the work.  

ñEveryone has a life, but you must have an  

incredible focus that results in making time to  

pursue your goal and your dream,ò she said. ñYou 

will sacrifice sleep, TV time, or anything else that 

might distract you from studying. I currently wake 

up at 5 a.m. and do two hours of reading related 

to international exports/imports.  It doesnôt matter 

what I did the night before. I wake up and force 

myself to read - knowing it is the pathway to my 

goal and to my success.ò 

·˨Ćĥ ÀĖÙ ġëÙ ëÙĖĆ Ćæ ĴĆĥĖ ĆĲĀ ĚġĆĖĴˋ 

íæ ĴĆĥ ĲÀĀġ ġĆ ÀÓıÀĀÎÙ ĴĆĥĖ ÎÀĖÙÙĖː 

¢ëíĚ ġÀ÷ÙĚ ĀĆġ ĆĀúĴ ĲĆĖÓĚˋ Ìĥġ ÀúĚĆ 

ÀÎġíĆĀ ĆĀ ĴĆĥĖ ēÀĖġ ÷ĀĆĲíĀç ġëÙĖÙ 

íĚ ÀĀ ÙĀÓ çĆÀú íĀ Ěíçëġː ˩

sÙíĖÎÙ sÙĖĚēÙÎġíıÙzēĖíĀçʶʴʶʵ 


